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STUART ROAD PRIMARY POLICY FOR HIGHER ATTAINERS 2015
This document is a statement of the aims, principles and strategies for addressing the needs of the able and very able pupils at Stuart Road Primary.
General rationale/introduction

At Stuart Road we recognise that all pupils are individuals with their own strengths and weaknesses. Within this range of individuality there are pupils who have worked hard to develop mastery within particular subject areas and disciplines such as sporting or art activities.

We consider that every child has the right to be included in a broad, balanced and relevant curriculum; and that each pupil is entitled to have the opportunity to be involved in appropriate education which challenges, motivates and rewards them, so that they can fulfil their individual potential.

We firmly believe that the provision for able pupils is an integral part of teaching and

learning and as such involves us all in every lesson we teach.
Definitions

Each child is unique and to attempt a single definition is to generalise too widely. The term ‘higher attainers’ in our school refers to children who are working significantly above age related expectations (within the ‘exceeding’ band of their year group for core subjects) in any of the following areas:

· general intellectual ability

· specific aptitude in one or more subjects

· creative or performing arts

· psycho-motor ability

· leadership qualities

· advanced social skills.

What characteristics are displayed by ‘higher attainers’?

They can typically:

· think quickly

· reason well

· understand complex instructions

· grasp new concepts easily; remember and apply them

· become absorbed in tasks

· show invention and imagination

· ask searching questions

· make perceptive original comments

· demonstrate persistence and perfectionism.

Additionally, higher attaining children welcome problem solving and complex tasks. They exhibit a desire to move beyond the obvious and be inventive. It is easy to confuse ‘high attaining’ with being ‘knowledgeable’. Children who exhibit unusual absorption and focus in a specific area of the curriculum e.g. music, arts, PE are also classed as ‘high attainers’.  
Identification procedures

We identify these pupils so that we can provide effectively for them, and so that teachers can plan appropriate work and stimuli for them.

There is no single measurement with which to identify able, very able and exceptionally able pupils due to individuality. At SRPS we use a combination of the following sources of information:

· teacher observations and assessment and information from past teachers
· checklists of characteristics
· testing, such as SATs, reading tests and Rising Stars assessments
· pupils’ profiles using examples of outstanding work and insights from pupils

· nominations from parents and outside agencies
Aims

Having identified our higher attaining pupils we aim to provide:

· entitlement to appropriate education for each individual

· the opportunity to work at higher cognitive levels

· the opportunity to develop specific skills or talents

· the opportunity to experience a broader, richer curriculum

· support and care for the whole child, both socially and intellectually.

Action monitoring and review

Once identified, the pupils are entered in our register of higher attaining pupils that notes their attainment in core curriculum areas. This register is kept centrally and with the teacher. The register and provision is reviewed on a termly basis.

Provision/strategies

In-class and out-of-class strategies

Again this depends on the individual learning needs of the pupil. The following strategies will be applied as appropriate:

Organisational responses may include:

· provision for more able pupils e.g. mentoring

· withdrawal across year groups

· working with older pupils

· Lateral, more in depth exploration of topics and subjects
In-class approaches may include:

· extension

· working with others of like ability

· differentiation

· challenge within subject areas

· differentiated homework

· higher-level thinking skills.

Supporting partnership with parents by:

· providing advice and guidance.
· developing partnerships.
· home/school challenges.

Out-of-class activities such as:

· musical and sporting opportunities.
· enrichment days.
· school clubs.
This document has been completed, ensuring that all concerned with its production have taken into account current  legislation relating to race, gender, age, ability and disability.

This will ensure that, where possible and within the limits of reasonable adjustment, we meet the needs of every child and adult linked to the life of the school.

The school equality policy is available on request or from the school website : www.stuartroad.org.

Name of Higher Attaining Pupils leader : Steph Blake
Governor with responsibility for Higher Achieving Pupils: 
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